
Since coming into being last October, the floasing
Initiative for Aran Residents has made great

progless on several fronts. Now a limited company,

we are afew weeks awayfrom achining charitable

tlust status. At that point we will be able to apply

for grantfunding which will enable us to utilise
professional expertise in design, planning and legal

areas. It will also provide us with gravitas when

dealing with such bodies as the Forestry Commission

and Communities Scotland.

Up until now, all of this has been achieted by a

handful of people. The relatively small expenses

incurred have been rnet from the (very shallow)

pockets of the direaors. Howette4 the time has come

for greater community involvement. By necessity

this must take place within the nextfew weeks, but it
cannot happen without wider assistance.

We intend to run a one day seminar on rural house

design and sustainability, open to all Arran people

which should educate us and provide advice and

help to those in need of a house as well as making a

contribution to thefuture, sensitive development of
the island.

The aim is to "makeflesh" the concepts we have only
tdlked about soJar. To bring to Arran people whose
expertise rangefrom house design through small
communrty planning and renewable energlt, to power
generation on a large scale.

We hove commitment from such people to attend and
make presentations, we have a venue (Auchrannie
Spa Sports Hall - courtesy of Iain Johnston) and we
have a dttre - Friday June 22nd 2002.

Wat we lack is almost everything ebe. Large
tables, chairs, a large prqjection screen (we can
purloin a projector), PA system. Even refreshments
(and volunteers to provide them). We will also need
suitable tansport for such iems to and from the Spa.

To cover other expenses (advertising, postage,
transport etc.) we are, for the jirst time, askingfor
f;nancial help. Small donationsfrom, let,s say, the
600-plus people who have ro date signed the HIFAR
supportforms, would go a long way to making this
event happen.

Everyone on Arran will be welcome to attend. As
many high off;cials as can be persuaded to come
will be there. But before we can conf;rm with the
presenters and aduertise the event, we must be

confdent that we can stage it. Tinte is of the essence

- we ltave little over a week to f nalise arrangements.

This is an opportunity to give great impetus ro
HIFAR and our ffirts rtt bring affordahle, quality
housirtg to Arran.

If vou con assist us in ttnl' w6y, please speak to either
Ailsa McNicol on 302680 or Andrew Grazier on
840287.

Andrew Grazier
Machrie


